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ABOUT THE VOTER GUIDE

PRESCRIPTIONS

Should California enter the prescription drug
business to help drive down prices? 

Why or why not?

TAXES

Should California make changes to 
the property tax system set up 

in Proposition 13? Why?

RENT

To lower rent costs, should California 
build more or focus on rent caps 

and tenants’ rights? Why?

QUESTIONS FOR 
THE CANDIDATES

ELIZABETH

BETANCOURT 

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Farmer/Wa-
tershed Scien-
tist
Education: Colorado State
University, Master’s degree,
Watershed Science (2015); UC
Davis, Bachelor’s degree,
Environmental Biology and
Management (2004)
Experience: Appointed mem-
ber, Redding Community
Development Advisory Com-
mittee, since 2017; board vice
chair, Western Shasta Re-
source Conservation District,
2018–2019; appointed director,
Western Shasta Resource
Conservation District, 2011–
2017; trustee, Sacramento
River Watershed Program,
2011–2016
Website: betancourtfor
assembly.com

PRIORITIES

Improve education and
healthcare access and options
throughout AD1 through
building on existing successes
and expanding the reach of
community healthcare centers
throughout rural California.
Workforce development and
jobs growth through increased
natural resources investment
and increased in-region edu-
cational opportunities, in-
cluding access to university
education as well as increased
career/technical education
options.
Expand housing options at all
economic levels, as well as
schools and other community
infrastructure, ensuring all
communities are able to
accommodate community
needs, building union job
availability and sustainable
economic growth.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: Yes. California
already exerts its considerable
market power to drive down
costs of drugs provided by
Medi-Cal. California needs to
fully leverage its power as the
fifth largest economy in the
world, and use that power to
ensure patients can get affor-
dable quality life-saving
medicines. The state entering
the prescription drug market
would take the power out of
the medical/pharmaceutical
community and put it into the
people’s hands, increasing
competition in an otherwise
private market interested
solely on profits.
Prop. 13: Yes. California’s
property tax system has
protected individual home-
owners – and this must be
preserved. However, multi-
billion dollar companies
currently exploit a loophole in

Prop. 13 allows them to pay
billions less in property taxes
than homeowners. To be
absolutely clear, Prop. 13 must
be protected for homeowners,
and wealthy commercial
property owners should be
held to the same standard.
Rent: These don’t have to be
mutually exclusive. California
has some tenant protection
measures in place, and those
should be watched for a few
years to better understand
how they perform in the
marketplace. What we abso-
lutely must address is the lack
of housing – especially affor-
dable housing – throughout
California. We know that
California needs millions of
new housing units: multiple
market studies and analyses
have told us this. And an “all
of the above” approach must
be used: enforcing current
requirements for housing
provision, easing planning and
building regulations, making
use of state lands and existing
tenement structures, and
synergistic use of existing and
development of new housing
programs.

MEGAN

DAHLE

Incumbent

Party: Repub-
lican
Occupation:

Assem-
blywoman/
Farmer/Businesswoman
Website: votemegandahle-
.com
The candidate did not re-

spond.

PK “PAUL”

DHANUKA

Party: No
party prefer-
ence
Occupation:

Doctor/Small
Businessman
The candidate did not re-

spond.
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JAMES

GALLAGHER

Incumbent

Party: Re-
publican
Occupation:

Assem-
blyman/Businessman/
Farmer
Website: gallagherforas-
sembly.com
The candidate did not

respond.

JAMES

HENSON

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Author
Education:

Chico State,
Bachelor’s degree, Religious
Studies, 2002
Experience: Blue collar
worker promoted to man-
ager; Elected member,
Butte County Democratic
Central Committee, since
2016; president, Paradise
Ridge Democrats, 2016–

current

PRIORITIES

Education: California is
rank in quality at 38 and
21st in safety. We can do
better.
Environmental Justice: I
support the Green New
Deal
Health Care: I support
Medicare for all.
The candidate did not

answer questions.
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CECILIA AGUIAR-CURRY

Incumbent

Party: Democratic
Occupation: Assemblywoman/
Farmer
Website: ceciliaforassembly.com
The candidate did not respond.

MATTHEW NELSON

Party: Republican
Occupation: Disaster Relief Orga-
nizer
The candidate did not respond.

SOPHIA RACKE

Party: Democratic
Occupation:

Student/Research
Assistant

PRIORITIES

Reorganization of
political funding regulations in
order to protect voter inclusivity.
Sophia wants to encourage greater
oversight from the Fair Political
Practices Commission and lower
thresholds for the publication of
donor names
Protecting Northern CA water by
stopping drainage of the Delta.
Sophia proposes greater, and more
sustainable management of our
wetlands in the interests of preserv-

ing our natural environment and
our agricultural endeavors
Prepare for and fight preemptively
against Northern CA wildfires.
Sophia proposes investment in
preventative measures in addition
to better emergency intervention in
order to keep all constituents safe
and secure.
The candidate did not answer

questions.
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KEVIN KILEY

Incumbent

Party: Repub-
lican
Occupation:

Assemblyman
Website: elect
kevinkiley.com
The candidate did not respond.

JACKIE

SMITH

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Senior Ad-
vocate/Busi-
nesswoman
Education: San Diego State,
bachelor’s degree, Journalism
and advertising, 1985; UC Santa
Cruz, project management
certificate, 2001, and business
administration certificate, 2007
Experience: Realtor/Notary,
Realty One Group Complete,
since 2014; owner/CEO, Shat-
tered Glass Press LLC, since
2018; appointed commissioner,
Older Adult Commission on
Aging, since 2019; senior admin-
istrator, Astra Zeneca/Medim-
mune, 2000–2013
Website: smith4assembly.com

PRIORITIES

We are experiencing a housing
crisis of availability and afforda-

bility. People should have the
opportunity to live in the com-
munity in which they work, but
they are finding themselves shut
out. It isn’t right and I will fight
for affordable solutions
2-1-1 is a free information and
referral service that connects
people to health and social
services in their community 24
hours a day, 7 days a I have seen
the value of 2-1-1 in other coun-
ties and I will work to make
available in our district.
Seniors are concerned about
access to health care and sup-
portive services and the cost of
their prescription drugs. When
elected, I will be the voice for
seniors and will start tackling
these issues.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: Yes. One of the
fastest-growing populations in
Assembly District 6 is the senior
citizen community – a surge of
10,000 in the past couple of
years. Seniors are concerned
about access to health care and
supportive services and the cost
of their prescription drugs. For
many living on fixed incomes,
the shifting price of prescription
drugs can be a life or death
issue.
Prescription drug cost transpar-

ency provides people more
control over their health care
decisions. California passed the
most comprehensive law aimed
at shining a light on prescription
drug prices. The incumbent,
Kevin Kiley, was one of nine
Assembly members that voted
against it. His vote is contrary to
the health and financial interests
of our seniors. I would efforts to
bring down and control pre-
scription drug prices.
Prop. 13: Yes, but we must
proceed with caution. I support
proposals like the 2020 Schools
and Community First initiative.
The initiative aims aiming to
restore over $11 billion annually
in revenue for our schools and
local communities by assessing
commercial and industrial
property at fair market value,
while at the same time protect-
ing tax caps for homeowners
and renters.
Rent: We should do both (rent
caps and tenants’ rights). We are
experiencing a crisis of accessi-
bility and affordability, so build-
ing is imperative. I am an ad-
vocate for smart growth that
meets the needs of communities
and not just the developers. I
support the efforts undertaken
by the Legislature and the
Governor to generate needed

revenues and remove impedi-
ments to development. these
are critical to tackling the hous-
ing crisis.
As a real estate agent and
landlord I understand the issues
from all sides. The housing
shortage and robust economy
have driven home and rental
prices out of the reach of too
many people in our state. I
would support efforts to im-
prove tenant protections from
eviction and uncontrolled rent
increases.
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KEN COOLEY

Incumbent

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Assemblyman
Education: UC
Berkeley, bach-

elor’s degree, political science,
1977; McGeorge School of Law,
law degree, 1984
Experience: Assemblymember,
California State Assembly, since
2012; appointed commissioner,
Alfred E. Alquist Seismic Safety
Commission, since 2015; chair,
Assembly Committee on Rules,
since 2016; chair, Joint Rules
Committee of the California
Senate and Assembly, since
2017; principal consultant,
California Senate Standing
Committee on Insurance, 2009–
2012; elected councilman,
Rancho Cordova, 2003–2012;
legal counsel, State Farm Insur-
ance, 1991–2008; chief counsel,
California Assembly Standing
Committee on Finance, Insur-
ance and Commerce, 1988–1991;
legislative counsel, California
Land Title Association, 1985–
1988
Website: kencooley.com

PRIORITIES

Accountable Government: In
2017, I published the California
Assembly Legislative Oversight
Handbook and as Chair of
Assembly Rules, I have kept
promoting active exercise of
this vital duty.
Support Foster Youth: As Chair
of the Select Committee on
Foster Care, my focus is how the
system is working and where it
may be strengthened to the
betterment of these kids.
Earthquake and Disaster Plan-
ning: A 1976 job led to a life
interest in earthquake policy
and safety. I’ve sat on the Seis-
mic Safety Commission in many
roles since 2007.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: Neither my legal
nor my business background
involve pharmaceuticals but that
life experience makes me re-
spect the nature of specialized
knowledge and the difficulty in
translating such knowledge into
tangible processes, systems and
equipment to reliably produce

any complex product. I do not
support the state diverting its
scarce resources to become a
venture Capitalist with taxpayer
funds in such a complex and
specialized knowledge en-
terprise. I believe there are
other tools that fall more
uniquely to the State as a gov-
ernmental enterprise that would
remain, for me, the preferred
tools of choice to help bend
down the cost curve on pharma-
ceuticals generally.
Prop. 13: The beneficiaries of
Prop 13, while broader than
single family homeowners,
includes many, many small
businesses. In the 8th AD, it is
apparent that as average ages
increase, so that older residents
go out less frequently or opt to
spend less to conserve their
retirement dollars, the result is
greater pressure on the ability
of small businesses, even long-
established small businesses like
popular restaurants or other
service providers, to survive.
Accordingly, I know in the 8th
Assembly District of central
Sacramento County, and I
suspect statewide, the benefits
that small businesses enjoy
under Prop 13 to slow the in-
crease in property taxes they
are subject to grows more
critical every year. 
Rent: I favor growing the avail-
able housing stock through
building more homes, including
new and improved multi-family
properties. In our county, most
city and neighborhood efforts
in recent decades were strongly
backed by homebuilders. But
back in 2002, I got myself
elected by going door-to-door
citywide for months, it’s still my
favorite method of campaign-
ing. Back then it was not just a
campaign tool, but a political
philosophy. I felt certain that if
elected, I would be a better
public official if no developer
could pull me aside before a
critical vote and say “Remember
Ken, my financial backing made
you. Now I need your help.” ...
So I favor building housing
since it means that people have
clean, safe and up-to-date
housing which reflects their
dignity as individuals. On the
Rancho Cordova City Council, I

led the successful fight to
ensure an affordable housing
element component in new
home communities during an
epic City Council meeting in
Spring 2006 that only ad-
journed after 2 a.m. In Rancho
Cordova, with 5 percent of the
county’s population, when the
City formed in 2003, 38 percent
of Sacramento’s emergency and
transitional housing was in the
city limits at the former Mather
Air Force Base. Those pop-
ulations, supported by out-
standing wraparound services,
never posed a problem for city
residents. Our city has also led,
or supported, new housing for
formerly homeless or disabled
veterans one block south of the
VA Hospital, housing for 58
emancipated foster youth and
through our code enforcement
process we have aggressively
pursued maintenance and
upkeep of Rancho Cordova
multi-family housing. ... I believe
the task of the public realm is to
invest strategically, build hous-
ing that reflects the dignity of
people, and do so in a way that
it yields the double benefit of
constructive change that spurs
the further release of energy as
a change agent. The only thing
that can spur an upgrade to
existing housing stocks in
investing monies in their im-
provement and I favor that as
the kind of change that carries
the message to all who live
there that their circumstances
are improving and their value as
people is being acknowledged.

CATHY COOK

Party: Repub-
lican
Occupation:

Airline pilot
Website:

cathy2020.com

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: It is a worthwhile
goal to make prescription drug
prices more affordable. The
proposal would allow the Cali-
fornia Department of Health
Care Services to negotiate with
drugmakers to demand lower
prices competitve with coun-
tries such as Canada. The cur-
rent proposal would create a
new Office of Health Care

Affordability. The key is to
determine whether the new
office would save Californians
more in lower drug prices
compared to the administrative
costs of a new government
program.
Prop. 13: Absolutely do not
change the Property Tax System
set up by Proposition 13. Cali-
fornia already has some of the
highest property taxes in the
Country. It is a major reason
businesses and fellow Cali-
fornians are fleeing our State. If
approved, this bill will increase
the cost of living on every
person in California through
higher rents, higher prices on
goods and services and put
thousands of small businesses
“Out of Business”. California has
a budget surplus ... why vote for
the largest property tax increase
in the history of California?
Rent: The best way to lower rent
costs is by increasing the supply
of rental properties. Rent caps
result in reducing the supply of
rental properties, causing short-
ages and end up ultimately
raising the cost of renting. A
more effective approach would
be for lawmakers to reduce the
administrative costs, regulations
and permit fees for building
new affordable housing. Allow
private developers to make a
modest profit and they will
build affordable housing with-
out rent caps or raising our
taxes.
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JIM COOPER

Incumbent 

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Assemblyman
Education:

West Point,
leadership academy, 2000; Saint
Mary’s College, master’s degree,
organizational leadership, 2004
Experience: Assemblyman,
since 2015; elected mayor and
councilman, Elk Grove, 2000–
2015; captain, Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Office, 1985–
2015
Website: cooperforassembly-
.com

PRIORITIES

Jobs: Continue strengthening
and encouraging new job devel-
opment. We need to support
small businesses, encourage
entrepreneurship, and incentiv-
ize new businesses to locate to
our region.
Education: I want additional
funding for K -12 education to
levels when California ranked
near the top in the country,
invest in universal pre-kin-
dergarten education, and in-
crease funding in higher educa-
tion so we can roll back tuition
rates.
Public Safety: We need to
ensure that police and fire
departments – and the whole
criminal justice system – has the
resources needed to achieve
their goals of protecting and
serving the public.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: Clearly, the cost
of prescription drugs is a huge
burden for consumers, and I
have supported efforts like SB
17 that attempted to bring down
the price of drugs and prevent
future increases. The governor’s
proposal to control costs by
contracting directly with generic
drug manufacturers, including
international manufacturers, is
an interesting one, and I ap-
plaud his efforts to seek new,
bold, innovative solutions to a
problem that is so important to
virtually all Californians. Howev-
er, there is much detail that
needs to be fleshed out regard-
ing this plan, and I will closely
follow the progress of this
proposal as more detail emerg-
es before rendering a final
opinion.
Prop. 13: Prop. 13 is an important

protection that homeowners in
California do not want to lose. At
the same time, its strict hold over
property tax revenues has had
significant impacts on our com-
munities and the abilities of local
governments to deliver services
and maintain the quality of our
schools, infrastructure and vital
services. While I have not yet
taken a position on the 2020
ballot measure to split tax rolls
and allow reassessment of com-
mercial and industrial properties,
I am carefully considering it as
more detail about the ram-
ifications become available.
Rent: As a region, we are far
behind the rest of the state
when it comes to building
sufficient rental and affordable
housing options for working-
class families, the homeless, and
citizens on fixed incomes. We
need to make every effort to
bring stability to the housing
marketplace. The key here is
increasing supply at a price
point that citizens can afford.
It’s a supply issue.
That’s why I’ve led on stream-
lining the permitting and ap-
proval process in the Assembly,
accelerating housing construc-
tion. This has helped bring new
housing construction to Elk
Grove, Sacramento and Lodi.
We need to do more, but supply
is picking up.
We know that sky-high prices in
the Bay Area have resulted in
greater rates of migration to our
region, which puts further
pressure on our already inade-
quate housing supply.
In terms of controlling the cost
of housing, California is a very
diverse state and a one-size fits
all approach for rent control
could actually hinder economic
growth and limit construction of
new homes and affordable
housing.

ERIC RIGARD 

Party: Repub-
lican
Occupation:

Retired Busi-
nessman
Education:

UCLA, bache-
lor’s degree, political science,
1980
Experience: Public Awareness
Ministry, Calvary Christian
Center, since 2016
Website: rigardforassembly.com

PRIORITIES

Senior housing affordability;
education choice, informed
consent; solving all three sourc-
es of homelessness.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: No, the state
should encourage competition
between drug companies. They
should also investigate other
sources of the same drugs for
lower costs.
Prop. 13: No, Californians should
not be taxed further. Let Prop.
13 stand. Look for cuts that can
be made without impacting
other funds.
Rent: There should be some
attention paid to tenants rights.
Affordable housing should be
built at the same time reg-
ulations and fees and the per-
mitting process should be
streamlined allowing for greater
affordability.

TRACIE

STAFFORD 

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Small Busi-
nesswoman
Education:

University of Phoenix, bache-
lor’s degree, business manage-
ment (1997); UCLA, MDE Certifi-
cation, 2006
Experience: communcations
chair, Democratic Party of
Sacramento County, since 2019;
northern regional director,
California Democratic Party
African American Caucus, since
2019; appointed board member,
California Small Business Board,
2007–2014; chair, Sacramento
Small Business Board, 2006–
2008; president, Sacramento
Valley chapter of National
Association of Women Business
Owners, 2004–2007
Website: traciestafford.com

PRIORITIES

Prioritizing Economic Growth
that Uplifts All Residents - Tracie
will work to improve our local
economy and combat home-
lessness by ensuring access to
livable wage jobs, affordable
housing , quality public educa-
tion, healthcare and human
service.
Fighting For Quality Public
Education in All Communities -
Tracie Will work to ensure that
local schools receive their fair
and equitable share of funding
to prepare all students for 21st

Century careers.
Working to Keep our Homes
and Streets Safe - Tracie will
work to protect our communi-
ties by addressing crime in and
outside of our homes with an
emphasis on prevention and
criminal justice reform.
The candidate did not answer

questions.

MUSHTAQ

TAHIRKHELI 

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Notary public
Education:

University of
Karachi-Pakistan, bachelor’s
degree, business, 1974
Experience: Notary public,
since 2016
Website: tahirkheliassemb-
ly9.com

PRIORITIES

Jobs and move businesses to
District 9 to make American
Dream true.
Education and improve educa-
tional system, provide more
funds.
Protect women, minorities, and
to get equal rights and pay.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: Yes, because it
helps the residents and specially
of low wages.
Prop. 13: Yes, it makes more
funds for state to make life for
the people, and spends money
on important projects.
Rent: Lower rent costs helps all
and especially for working-class
residents.
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PAMELA

DAWN

SWARTZ 

Party: Demo-
cratic
Occupation:

Small Business
Owner
Education: UC Berkeley, bache-
lor’s degree, forestry, 1986
Experience: Owner, Ninja
Skincare, since 1989
Website: pamelaforsenate.com

PRIORITIES

Health care: I will lead efforts
to keep rural hospitals funded
and fight for single-payer
healthcare in California
Education and jobs: I will fight
for technical education, ap-
prenticeship and vocational
programs to prepare our
students for good-paying jobs.
Fire resiliency: I will bring a
comprehensive approach to
managing our forests to reduce
fire danger, improve watershed
health and wildlife habitat
while increasing job opportuni-
ties.

QUESTIONS

Prescriptions: Absolutely!
California, the world’s fifth
largest economy, is very capa-
ble of manufacturing generic
prescription drugs to drive
down a portion of medical
costs for our 40 million resi-
dents. We can no longer sit on
the sidelines while nearly
50,000 people a year die in our
country from not being able to
afford their prescriptions,
being under-insured or not
having insurance in the first
place. California is a national
and world leader and it’s time
to stand up to special interests
and take action to serve the
people of California.
Prop. 13: I need to clarify there
are 3 different Prop. 13s that
need to be separated out
before answering this question.
First, there is currently a Prop.
13 on the ballot which has
nothing to do with property
taxes and thus, is not part of
this question. Second, we have
a current law, passed in June,
1978, which resulted in reduc-

ing residental and commercial
property taxes. Now there is an
initiative called ‘The California
Schools and Local Communi-
ties Funding Act of 2020,’
which would reassess commer-
cial and industrial property
taxes for property exceeding
$3,000,000. Excluded are
residential, agricultural and
multi family dwellings. There is
a $500,000 exemption of
personal property owned by a
business, so in reality the tax
increase would kick in at
$3,500,000. It is estimated that
15% of California’s businesses
would see a tax increase and it
will restore $11-
13,000,000,000/year. 40% of
funds raised will go to schools
and 60% to local community
services such as libraries, parks,
senior centers.
Rent: No

answer

BRIAN

DAHLE

Incumbent

Party: Repub-
lican
Occupation: State senator
Website: briandahle.com
The candidate did not respond.

LINDA KELLEHER 

Party: No party preference
Occupation: Retired public
educator
The candidate did not respond.
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JESÚS

ANDRADE

Party: 

Republican
Occupation:

Businessman
Website:

jesusfor
senate.com
The candidate did not respond

KATHLEEN GARCIA 

Party: Republican
Occupation: Stockton Unified
School District Board Trustee
The candidate did not respond

MANI

GREWAL 

Party: 

Democratic
Occupation:

Councilman/
Farmer/
Businessman
Website:

manigrewalforsenate.com
The candidate did not respond

JIM

RIDENOUR 

Party: 

Republican
Occupation:

Law 
enforcement

contractor
The candidate did not respond

SUSAN

TALAMANTES

EGGMAN

Party: 

Democratic
Occupation:

Assembly-
member/parent
Website: susaneggman.com
The candidate did not respond
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The California Real
Estate Independent Ex-
penditure Committee by
the Association of Real-
tors also favors Grewal,
though it’s not spending
money to advocate for his
campaign. 

Its strategy is to dis-
credit Eggman.

The committee has
dumped at least $388,000
in TV ads, mailers and
radio hits against Eggman,
according to expenditure
reports. 

Grewal’s campaign
declined an interview
request and would not
discuss his platform. 

Eggman consultant
Andrew Acosta said some
groups are attracted to
Grewal because he’s pro-
moted himself as a mod-
erate.

“Calling yourself a
different kind of Demo-
crat, anyone can do that,”
Acosta said. “Where does
the guy really stand on
issues? I have no idea.”

Labor committees also
spent thousands to sup-
port Eggman — one mailer
uses big oil to compare
Grewal and Trump — and
Equality California, the
state’s largest LGBTQ
civil rights group,
launched $9,000 in social
media ads for her cam-
paign on Thursday night. 

“Big Oil and Donald
Trump are pushing their
agenda in California,” one
mailer against Grewal
reads. “Where does Mani
Grewal stand?

EAST BAY

BATTLEGROUND

Over in the East Bay,
incumbent Democrat
Steve Glazer has a fi-
nancial leg up over Mari-
sol Rubio in the race to
maintain his Senate seat. 

Glazer’s 7th Senate
District running from
Concord to Livermore
along Interstate 680 is a
perennial battleground.
He won it in a 2015 spe-
cial election that saw $12.1

million in political spend-
ing.

This year, a real estate
and building industry
group called Keep Cali-
fornia Golden spent about
$125,000 on digital ads
for Glazer. 

Another $75,000 came
from a group funded by
health care, energy, food
and beverage and tech
companies.

“We’re very strong for
Steve,” said David Towns-
end, who runs the com-
mittee, adding that the
group works on economic,
not social, issues. Towns-
end explained it’s the
centrists of both parties
who work across party
lines “to try and get any-
thing done.”

“The progressives are
really, pretty left,” Towns-
end added. ““The party
endorsement has become
so progressive, and the
party really has been tak-
en over by the Bernies,
Service Employees In-
ternational Union, the
California Teachers Asso-
ciation.” 

Glazer faces competi-
tion from Marisol Rubio,
who was endorsed by
powerful labor groups,
including SEIU, CTA and
the California Labor Fed-
eration. Rubio described
her race as a worker-
driven, individual-contri-
bution campaign, though
a union committee spent
more than $50,000 on
mailers for her campaign,
according to finance re-
ports. 

“My opponent is relying
on corporate, real estate,
developers,” she said.
“He’s relying on busi-
nesses to fund him.” 

MOJAVE DESERT

SHOWDOWN

Republican Assem-
blyman Tom Lackey of
Palmdale has much to
lose depending on which
Democrat survive the
primary on March 3 to
face him in November. 

Johnathon Ervin serves
in the Air Force Reserve
and works as an engineer-
ing manager for Northrop
Grumman, according to
his campaign website. 

He’s met with moderate
Democrats in the Capitol,
said campaign consultant
Bobby Gravitz, and would
consider joining their
caucus. He’s a viable can-
didate in a purple district,
with Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon’s en-
dorsement to boot. 

Ervin’s Democratic rival
is Steve Fox, a former
Assemblyman elected in
2012 who served one
term. His tenure is blem-
ished by sexual harass-
ment, discrimination and
retaliation allegations that
resulted in a six-figure
settlement with a former
employee. 

A group called Cali-
fornia Alliance for Pro-
gress and Education, an
Alliance of Small Business
Organizations, has spent
$113,000 against Ervin.
But the real estate com-
mittee has spent close to
$175,000 on strength-
ening Fox’s campaign,
with lumps of money
going toward mailers,
signs, and radio and dig-
ital ads. The investment is
largely seen as a way to
block Ervin from the gen-
eral election, political
strategists say. 

It’s a method that’s
caught the “deep dis-
appointment” from the
Legislative Women’s
Caucus leadership, who
sent a letter to the associ-
ation’s president Jared
Martin demanding an end
to its support for a candi-
date who’s faced reper-
cussions for “inappropri-
ate behavior.”

“His actions caused
pain to our entire Capitol
community, especially
staff members,” chair and
vice chair Sen. Connie
Leyva and Assemblywo-
man Monique Limón
wrote. “Your actions dem-
onstrate poor judgment
and cause serious harm to
your name and profes-
sion.”

Fox declined to com-
ment for this article. 

LOS ANGELES

DYNASTIES

It’s a showdown of two
political family dynasties
in this Los Angeles Coun-
ty Race. 

Moderate candidate
Sylvia Rubio has two sis-
ters in the Capitol, Assem-
blywoman Blanca Rubio
and Sen. Susan Rubio,
both Democrats from
Baldwin Park. 

Lisa Calderon’s name
should be familiar to Cali-
fornians. She’s the step-
mom of Assembly Major-
ity Leader Ian Calderon,
D-Whittier, whose father
Charles and uncles Tom
and Ron Calderon also
served in the Legislature.

Rubio’s campaign is
buoyed by a flood of cash
from an energy group —
Coalition to Restore Cali-
fornia’s Middle Class,
including Energy Compa-
nies who Produce Gas,
Oil, Jobs and Pay Taxes.
It’s funded by oil compa-
nies. 

At the end of January,
the group reported
$603,000 spent on mail-
ers, TV production and
cable buys for Rubio. It
spent another $412,500 in
one February transaction
for TV ads. The commit-
tee has spent more than
$130,000 since Feb. 20
alone, expenditure reports
show. Californians for
Jobs and a Strong Econo-
my also spent more than
$263,504 for Rubio be-
tween Jan. 1 and Feb. 15,
according to finance re-
cords, with another
$60,000 spent since then. 

Calderon’s campaign
isn’t without help. Labor
committees have spent
hundreds of thousands to
support her campaign. 

“The race is a refer-
endum on (oil compa-
nies,” said Matthew Reil-
ly, Calderon’s consultant.
“Lisa has had the support
of working people, nurses,
teachers, all of our friends
in labor from the start,
because they know that
she has a long history as
an activist.”

Hannah Wiley:
916-321-5236,
@hannahcwiley
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